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FULBRIGHT PROGRAM BENEFITS UM STUDENTS, FACULTY
MISSOULA—
From 1993 to this year, 40 University of Montana students have had the opportunity to
study abroad as Fulbright Scholars.
Each year, with the support of UM Fulbright Program adviser Professor Elizabeth
Ametsbichler, students are encouraged to apply for program grants. The grants generally provide
funding for round-trip travel, maintenance for one academic year, health and accident coverage,
and full or partial tuition.
Ametsbichler’s work with UM ’s Fulbright Program was recently commended by Allan
Goodman, president and CEO of the nonprofit Institute o f International Education. IIE manages
the Fulbright Program, which is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State.

In

correspondence to UM President George Dennison, Goodman noted that Ametsbichler’s efforts
in advising students and promoting the Fulbright Program were instrumental in achieving the
University’s “admirable success.”
The Fulbright Program was established by Congress in 1946 to increase mutual
understanding between the people of the United States and other countries. Today the program
operates in more than 150 countries and has served nearly 300,000 people.
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“Over the years, we have received many awards,” said Ametsbichler, who has been a
member of the University’s Fulbright Campus Committee since 1992 and served as UM ’s
Fulbright Program adviser since 2002. “The University has three students studying abroad as
Fulbright Scholars this year.”
UM’s 2007-08 Fulbright Scholars are biology major Curan Bonham in Chile, forestry
major Noah Jackson in Malaysia and English education major Alice Jones in Spain.
Many UM faculty members also have had the opportunity to study, teach and conduct
research internationally through Fulbright grants. Ametsbichler studied in Vienna, Austria, as a
student Fulbright Scholar during 1984-85 while pursuing a master’s degree.
Two UM faculty members are now abroad teaching on Fulbright grants —forestry
Associate Professor Elizabeth Crone in Finland and journalism Professor Emeritus William
Knowles in Jordan. UM also hosts five Fulbright Scholars from other countries on campus this
semester.
To apply for a Fulbright grant, UM students must fill out an online application and get a
hard copy of the application to Ametsbichler in early October. Applicants are then interviewed by
the UM Fulbright Campus Committee.
Application packets are sent to the National Fulbright Selection Committee, who
forwards its selections to the host countries. The host countries make the final selections. Each
participating country has a different number of awards available.
Ametsbichler said she would like to see even more UM students get Fulbright awards.
Each year she invites UM faculty members to encourage qualified students to apply.
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Applicants must be U.S. Citizens at the time of application and hold a bachelor’s degree
or the equivalent by the beginning of the grant. In the creative and performing arts, four years of
professional training or experience meets this basic eligibility requirement.
More information about the application process and requirements is online at
http ://www. fulbrightonline.org.
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